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'trodden in the dust and dishonoured by shoe beat-
ings inflicted by pariahs.'
Chandu became, on receiving this reply, as bitter
an enemy of Guru Har Gobind as he had been of
his unhappy father. He told the Emperor Jahangir
of the troops raised by Har Gobind and, of course,
enormously exaggerated their numbers. He warned
the emperor that unless he took instant measures
the whole Punjab would be in flames. The emperor
alarmed at the news, summoned Guru Har Gobind
to court. High debate took place at Amritsar when
the emperor's summons came. Many Sikhs urged
Har Gobind to disobey it; but that would have
meant open insurrection. Har Gobind wisely obey-
ed the order and after leaving strict orders as to the
management in his absence of the Har Mandar, he
set out for Delhi. A lucky accident enabled the
Guru to save the emperor's life when hunting. The
emperor had heard that Har Gobind loved the chase
and took him out to beat for tigers. A wounded
tiger charged the emperor and was at the last
moment killed by a sword cut of the Guru. This
brave act probably saved the Guru from his father's
fate ; even as it was, he was imprisoned in the
Gwalior fort through the machinations of Chandu.
In Gwalior the Guru found a number of unfortu-
nate rajas and nobles imprisoned. Their only crime
had been to own territories that the imperial govern-
ment coveted. The Guru won the prisoners* esteem
by supplying them with good food and clean clothes.
Fortunately, too, the governor of the fort Haridas
had long been a Sikh in secret and rejoiced greatly
at the coming of the Guru. He went out to meet
his prisoner, prostrated himself before him and